OH GAY ARE THE GARLANDS

reason at her right hand, turning the great amethyst
on the middle finger, and said: 'Anna and Sophy, you
will see to it that if people must talk, as I suppose
they will, nothing but the truth is told about to-day.
I will not have any silly stories going round the town,
and I shall blame you if they do. Be careful of this,
for I am soon going to be married to John Dobronas,
and it would be unfitting if there were even the shade
of an untrue rumour about his wife/

The two maids promised earnestly that it should be
so. In spite of that scream, it was clear that nothing
dreadful had happened to their lady. Would they
ever dare to ask what had drawn the scream out of
her or what had intervened between her and the
Varangian? For why else had he carried her off?
But for a time they knew they must be silent and dis-
creet, and ask no questions. If it was her saint, they
would know by the gifts she made.

The largest of the fishing-boats lay alongside.
They were handed down with all respect. There was
an escort to take them safely home; a few of the
Varangians had already decided that the Emperor's
pay was more certain than Harald's, his wars less
dangerous, and Constantinople a better place than
Norway or Kieff. Nobody wanted to keep them
against their wish, and it was just as well to get rid
of any faint-hearts, for the galley was over-crowded
with those who had been taken on board after the
sinking of the sister ship. Some of them, too, had
wives in the capital. They brought with them gifts
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